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After another year of ‘making do’ due to the renovation of the Fauldhouse Partnership Centre, the best news the Club could hope for has finally arrived.  The swimming pool, ‘home’ of Fauldhouse Penguins Swimming Club is finally open again.

At last, after an extended period that often felt as though it might never end, we can once again enjoy our own swimming pool and get back to the training and discipline that has produced so many excellent swimmers and given so many club members incredible enjoyment over the years.

Operating under the circumstances the Club has endured while the renovations were under way has been demanding on everyone.  In particular, I offer huge thanks to all those involved in coaching and who have coped so well with schedule disruption, training postponements, pool inadequacies etc.  The prospect of once again knowing exactly where and when our training sessions will take place must be a great relief.  

Many thanks are also due to the swimmers and long suffering parents for their own patience throughout this period.  I fully expect the determination they’ve shown to work to our advantage as everyone now pulls together and once again restores that Club spirit that we’re so widely recognised for.

It’s to everyone’s credit that both the number of Club members and the competition results have remained incredibly healthy.  The pipeline of new swimmers continues to flow and I hope we’ll see more and more parents feeling that, as part of a settled Club, they might be willing to get involved in becoming a technical official, a coach or a Committee member.  There’s lots to be done and the Club will always need volunteers prepared to be part of the team.

It’s hugely encouraging to note that several former swimmers are now helping to coach the youngsters.  The confidence that comes from knowing your Coach has been there and can tell you what it feels like to develop and compete in a high standard of competition can’t be overstated and we should all continue to support these Coaches as much as we can.

So, it’s with great confidence and expectation that we should head into 2011.  This Club has a history of hard work and success behind it, two factors that are clearly linked.  For all those who have contributed to building our reputation over the years, the greatest thanks we can pay them is to continue driving the Club forwards.  I’d therefore encourage everyone to play their part in whatever way they can.....and welcome home!

George


